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SUBJECT: BRITISH PRESS ON GENEVA TALKS, DECEMBER 1 

1 . PRESS COVERAGE TODAY WAS CHIEFLY ON THE EXPECTED 
ARRIVAL IN GENEVA OF THE GUERRILLA LEADERS-AN EVENT EX- 
PECTED TO HAVE A PROFOUND EFFECT ON THE CONFERENCE AND 
TO GIVE MUGABE TROUBLE. 

2. FINANCIAL TIMES GENEVA CORRESPONDENT DAVID EGLI: 

"THE GULF BETWEEN BLACK AND WHITE POLITICIANS AT THE 
RHODESIA CONFERENCE WIDENED STILL FURTHER (YESTERDAY) AS 
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FORMATION OF THE INTERIM GOVERNMENT...." 

3. TIMES GENEVA CORRESPONDENT ALAN MCGREGOR: "THE 
RHODESIA CONFERENCE RAPIDLY APPROACHED ITS NEXT MAIN 
STICKING POINT (YESTERDAY) WITH THE... PATRIOTIC FRONT 
PROPOSING AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE CLEARLY IN 
COMPATIBLE WITH THE SMITH REGIME'S IDEAS." 

4. GUARDIAN GENEVA CORRESPONDENT JAMES MACMANUS: "IT IS 
UNDERSTOOD THAT THE GUERRILLA LEADERS, WHO WILL ALMOST 
CERTAINLY BE ACCOMPANIED BY SENIOR ZANU CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS, FEEL THAT THE MUGABE-NKOMO PATRIOTIC FRONT SCORED 
A CONSIDERABLE SUCCESS IN SQUEEZING CONCESSIONS FROM MR. 
RICHARD OVER THE TIMETABLE FOR INDEPENDENCE. THEY SEEM 
DETERMINED TO PUSH FOR A HARD LINE DURING DISCUSSIONS ON 
THE CHARACTER OF A PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT." 

5. DAILY TELEGRAPH CORRESPONDENT DAVID ADAMSON IN GENEVA 
"THE GUERRILLAS ARE NOW SPLIT INTO A NUMBER OF FACTIONS 
AND THERE HAVE BEEN REPORTS OF HEAVY CASUALTIES IN 
FIGHTING AMONG THEM. THERE IS A RISK FOR MR. MUGABE THAT 
AN ATTEMPT WILL BE MADE TO REPLACE HIM AND THERE ARE 
THOUGHT TO BE AT LEAST THREE CONTENDERS FOR HIS POST. 
ALTHOUGH THE TROUBLES WITHIN THE GUERRILLA MOVEMENT 
REFLECT PERSONAL RIVALRIES THERE HAS ALSO BEEN STRONG 
OPPOSITION TO MR. MUGABE'S HANDLING OF THE PROTRACTED 
SQUABBLE OVER THE SETTING OF A DATE FOR RHODESIA'S INDE- 
PENDENCE." 
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